
Owatonna Chamber Partners on Top State Issues 
Health Care, Budget, Workers’ Comp Reform 
 
And the top sǘŀǘŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜΧΦΦ 
 
Would you guess it?  It's almost as certain as death and taxes.  The priority issues for our Federation of 
Chambers, developed through meetings across the state by the Minnesota Chamber of Commerce are: 
transportation, health care, state budget (taxes), and workers compensation.  Though these issues are 
not surprising, some of the strategies are unique.  Let's explain: 
 
Transportation: getting long term funding for the needed infrastructure continues to be a challenge.  In 
'06 voters passed the MVST amendment that put much needed $300 million into the program, but more 
is needed.  Depending on who you talk to, we're billions of dollars behind.  So this year the OACCT is 
supporting the MN Chamber policy that includes 7.5 cents gas tax-5 cents to increase revenue and 2.5 to 
pay off debt service.  That money goes directly to roads and bridges.   
 

Health Care Reform: Support for a health care reform plan developed by business and health care 

partners to advocate transparent pricing, reward value, reform insurance, promote personal wellness 

and reward the use of technology. 

State Budget: Oppose general fund tax increases. 

Workers' Compensation: Support passage of the Workers' Compensation Advisory Council bill.  Address 

rising medical costs related to Work Comp.   

The Owatonna Area Chamber will be advocating for these issues along with business leaders from 

around the state with our legislators and through visits to the capitol.  If you are interested in 

participating, contact Katie Nelson at the Chamber office knelson@owatonna.org . 
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