
Severe Weather Awareness: 
 
Steele County will again participate in the Statewide Tornado Drill. 
We will be activating the Emergency Warning System for the Tornado Drills as scheduled. 
 
Tornado Drill Information: 
Date:                April 24

th
  

Times:              1:45 p.m.  
                        6:55 p.m. 
 
Practice your "take shelter" drill on Thursday, April 24 
Department Heads and Supervisors should make sure: 

1. Your staff can receive severe weather warnings at their work sites. (Weather Radio, Pager or 
Cell Phone Alert).  

2. Staff should be able to tune into local radio stations for severe weather information.  
a. KOWZ 100.9FM, KRUE 92.1 FM, AM 1170 KOWZ 
b. KRFO AM1390 
c. Kat Kountry 105 FM 

3. Your staff knows were to take shelter during severe weather if needed. 
a. Staff needs to know what needs to be secured or shut down before taking shelter.  
b. Staff needs to maintain accountability of workers.  
c. Guide for Evaluating Severe Weather Shelter Areas in Buildings 

4. You have a safe shelter area designated that will hold the number of employees and customers 
during severe weather. 

5. Your shelter areas should have essential emergency supplies 
a. AM/FM Radio 
b. Flash light 
c. First Aid Kit 

6. Employees should also practice this drill at home and prepare the essential items. (If you do not 
have a NOAA weather radio at home, buy one!) 

 
Safety starts with you!  
If you have any questions give me a call 
Mike Johnson 507-774-7231 
 

Severe Weather Awareness Week Daily Topics (April 21 – 25) 

Monday - Thunderstorms, Hail, Straight-Line Winds, Lightning 

 

 Thunderstorms, hail, straight line winds and heat waves cause extensive damage in Minnesota 
every year.  

 The annual toll from hail alone is about $1 billion nationally.  

 High temperatures can quickly cause heat exhaustion, especially in children and elderly persons.  

 Lightning kills and injures more people than any other summer weather threat!  

 47 lightning fires took place in homes and business structures in 2007, resulting in damages of 
about $2.3 million.  

http://www.severeweather.state.mn.us/Documents/TornadoShelterAreaDetermination.pdf
http://www.severeweather.state.mn.us/Lightning.asp


 
Today's topic from National Weather Service  

Tuesday - Severe Weather Warnings 

 

 Severe weather warnings are issued to the public by the National Weather Service.  

 Topics include the Emergency Alert System (EAS) and NOAA all-hazards weather radio.  

 
Today's topic from National Weather Service  

Wednesday - Floods, Flash Floods 

 

 In 1997, floods on the Red River and the Minnesota River affected 58 Minnesota counties, 
resulting in the largest Presidential disaster declaration in state history.  

 The cost of response and recovery was estimated at $545 million dollars.  

 Successful flood mitigation: Click here for photos of Red River floods of 1997 and 2006; see how 
mitigation projects completed after ’97 flood successfully affecting 2006 floodwaters  

 
Today's topic from National Weather Service  

Thursday - Tornado Drill Day 

 

 Statewide tornado drills will be held on Thursday, April 24.  

 The National Weather Service will simulate a tornado watch beginning at 9 a.m.  

 Two tornado drills are planned:  

o The first will take place at 1:45 p.m.; all jurisdictions will activate their warning systems. 
This first drill allows schools, businesses, and hospitals to practice sheltering plans.  

http://www.severeweather.state.mn.us/Lightning.asp
http://www.severeweather.state.mn.us/WeatherWarnings.asp
http://www.severeweather.state.mn.us/WeatherWarnings.asp
http://www.severeweather.state.mn.us/SWAW_Floods.asp
http://www.severeweather.state.mn.us/FloodPhotoGallery.asp
http://www.severeweather.state.mn.us/SWAW_Floods.asp
http://www.severeweather.state.mn.us/SWAW_Tornado.asp


o The second drill, at 6:55 p.m., is voluntary (Click here to see a map of participating 
counties). The evening drill will allow families and second-shift workers to practice 
sheltering plans.  

Guide for Evaluating Severe Weather Shelter Areas in Buildings (Metropolitan Emergency Managers 
Association) 
 
Today's topic from National Weather Service  

Friday - Heat Waves 

 

 Heat-related fatalities outpace deaths in several other weather categories.  

 Based on a national average from 1992-2001, excessive heat claimed 219 lives each year.  

 By contrast, floods killed 88, tornadoes 57, lightning 52 and hurricanes 15.  

 
Heat wave brochure [PDF] - Courtesy of the National Weather Service - Chanhassen  
Official Heat index chart [PDF] - Courtesy of the National Weather Service - Chanhassen Office  
Heat Symptoms [PDF] - Courtesy of the Minnesota Department of Health  
Keep Cool [PDF] - Courtesy of the Minnesota Department of Health  
Hot Weather Kills [PDF] - Courtesy of the Minnesota Department of Health  

 
 
If you have any questions about Severe Weather Awareness please contact me before the drill. 
 

 

 

 

Michael Johnson, 
Fire Chief   

Owatonna Fire Department 
107 W. Main Street 

Owatonna, MN 55060  

 

 
  

e-mail: 

tel: 507 444-2454 
fax: 507 444-2457 

mikej@ci.owatonna.mn.us 
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http://www.severeweather.state.mn.us/Documents/Participating_Counties_Drill_Map2008.pdf
http://www.severeweather.state.mn.us/Documents/Participating_Counties_Drill_Map2008.pdf
http://www.severeweather.state.mn.us/Documents/TornadoShelterAreaDetermination.pdf
http://www.severeweather.state.mn.us/SWAW_Tornado.asp
http://www.severeweather.state.mn.us/SWAW_Heat.asp
http://www.severeweather.state.mn.us/Documents/heatwave.pdf
http://www.severeweather.state.mn.us/Documents/heatindex.pdf
http://www.severeweather.state.mn.us/Documents/heatsymp.pdf
http://www.severeweather.state.mn.us/Documents/keep_cool.pdf
http://www.severeweather.state.mn.us/Documents/Heat_can_kill.pdf
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